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AN INVITING PLACE

The wetlands and low dunes of San Luis State
Park are areas of diverse beauty and  fascination.
The quiet roads and trails of the park and wildlife
area provide a wonderful opportunity to explore
and experience this corner of southern Colorado.
Leaving your car behind, you need walk only a few
minutes to experience this unique environment
and true solitude.

The Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph
described the subtle beauty of the area:

“It’s the beauty of contrast: wetlands
surrounded by high plains desert, vast
expanses hemmed by distant mountain
ranges on all sides, tiny wildflowers
that can’t be seen unless you’re on foot
and looking. But the beauty — and adventure

— are there. For those willing to seek it.”

Please treat all plants and wildlife with respect
by staying on designated roads and trails. Ranger-
led hikes and tours are offered to intimately
explore the park.

Photo by Gene Schmidt.
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RECYCLE

Please help us preserve our natural resources
and protect the park environment by putting
litter, garbage and materials that can be recycled
in the proper place. Marked containers are
available for recycling in the campground and
picnic area. Even this brochure can be recycled!
Simply place it in the drop box located near the
park entrance.
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Colorado State Parks
SAN LUIS

Visit all your Colorado State Parks
at www.parks.state.co.us
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PARK ACTIVITIES

Hiking & Biking

The wide, level gravel trails in the wildlife area provide
a pleasant, safe hiking or mountain biking experience
among the low dunes and wetlands. These hard-surfaced
trails are recommended for hikers and bikers of all ages
and abilities, including physically-challenged visitors.
Sandy, primitive trails allow limited visitor access into the
dunes and wetlands.

Picnicking

The Needles Picnic Area is located at the swim beach
and boat ramp and has restroom facilities. Although
designed for individual family use, the area is popular
with groups. Please call the park in advance to schedule
large group picnics. Additional picnic sites are located
along the western shore of San Luis Lake.

Fishing & Hunting

There is fishing for rainbow trout at San Luis
year-round. Hunting of waterfowl and small game
is permitted in the wildlife area north of San Luis
Lake in season. Check with a park ranger or the
Colorado Division of Wildlife for current possession
limits and information on special restrictions, regulations
and hunting seasons.

COOPERATING AGENCIES

.- Colorado State Parks
- San Luis State Park
Colorado State Parks py ox 175
Mosca, CO 81146
(719) 378-2020 (Phone and FAX)

U. S. Bureau of Reclamation

San Luis Valley Project/Closed Basin Division
P.O. Box 449

Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-5855

m

S

Colorado Division of Wildlife
722 County Road 1 East

Monte Vista, CO 81144

(719) 852-4783

Rio Grande Water Conservation District
10900 Highway 160 East

Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-6301

Colorado Water Conservation Board
1313 Sherman, Room 721

Denver, CO 80203

(303) 866-3441

San Luis Valley Tourism Council
P.O. Box 609

Monte Vista, CO 81144
1-800-835-0281
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For current information on all of your Colorado State Parks
visit us online at www.parks.state.co.us.

Camping

The Mosca Campground is located in the low dunes
west of San Luis Lake. Campsites feature a panoramic
view of the lake, the surrounding mountains and the Great
Sand Dunes. All sites have electrical hookups, sheltered
tables, fire grates, drinking water and an available dump
station. A bathhouse with modern restrooms, hot showers
and laundry facilities is located in the campground.
Campsites can accommodate motorhomes, trailers and
tents. Campground reservations can be made by calling
(303) 470-1144 in the Denver metro area or 1-800-678-
CAMP (2267) or via the web at www.parks.state.co.us.
For winter camping opportunities please contact the
park office.

In addition to a parks pass, all campers are required to
purchase and display a camping permit at their campsite.
Camping permits are available at the entrance station,
self-service station and at the park office. Camping is
allowed in designated campsites only.

Firewood is available for purchase at the entrance
station or park office. Fires can only be built in fire grates.
NO wood gathering or tree cutting is allowed in the park
or wildlife area.

Winter Sports

When winter snows cover the Valley, the gentle park
trails offer the perfect opportunity for easy cross-country
skiing or snowshoeing. Winter wildlife watching includes
excellent opportunities to view bald eagles and waterfowl.
Ice fishing and ice skating are popular activities on the
frozen lake surface, although winter recreationists should
be extremely cautious on the lake due to the danger of
thin ice.

Wildlife

Wildlife watching is a year-round activity at
San Luis State Park. Abundant nesting and migrating
birds and other native animals provide visitors with a
“world class” watchable wildlife experience. Bald eagles
and other raptors, sandhill cranes, shorebirds and water
birds can be seen seasonally near San Luis. Small and
large mammals, amphibians and reptiles are common
in the surrounding riparian area. Wildlife checklists are
available at the park entrance or park office. Guided
wildlife tours are available - ask at the park entrance or
park office for more information.

Water Sports

San Luis has been a water-sports haven in the
San  Luis Valley since the early 20th century.
Water-skiing, motor boating, personal watercraft,
fishing, sailing, windsurfing and swimming continue
to be popular activities. Swimming is permitted only
in designated swim areas and is undertaken at the
individual’s own risk.

The lake is a sandy, shallow bowl with gently sloping
sides and few hazards. The wide boat ramp and stable
water level provide boaters with easy loading and
unloading of vessels. All boats must remain south of
the wildlife area buoy line at the north end of the
lake to protect valuable waterfowl nesting habitat.
Colorado boating statutes and regulations apply and are
enforced by park rangers.
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Any person who is excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise
subjected to discrimination under any program of the Colorado Division of Parks and
Outdoor Recreation on the grounds of race, creed, color, sex, age, handicap, or national
origin, should contact the park manager, the nearest local regional office, the Division
headquarters in Denver, Colorado - telephone (303) 866-3437 - or the National Park
Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127.

Cualquier persona que sea excluda, negado los beneficios, o descriminado en cualquier
programa del Colorado Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation par su color, raza,
credo, sexo, edad, desventaje o nacionaldad debe avisar a la oficina mas sercana de
esta organizacion o por telefono a numero (303) 866-3437 o National Park Service, P.O.
Box 37127, Washington, D.C., 20013-7127.
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